  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 15th September 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

8th September 2008




      

S M Foster










Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 
3. High Street Traffic Calming and Cycling Provision

Mr Steve Hall or Mr Nick Chapman and Mr Patrick Lingwood from Beds CC will attend to show Members the proposed scheme for Sandy High Street.
4. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy

5. Casual Vacancy on Sandy Town Council

To consider expressions of interest received and to make formal co-option to fill one vacancy for Fallowfield Ward on Sandy Town Council (Copy of application forms attached).
6.  Oral questions from electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
6.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (see list attached)

7.  Mayoral communications    (see list attached)
8.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ (a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 4th August 2008.

+ (b)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th August 2008.  

+ (c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 1st September 2008.
+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

9.  Reports from representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
10.  Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

11.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
12.  Press Release








SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	29/8/08

101/08


	08/01655/FULL

Mr A Fielding

2 Girtford Crescent

Sandy

SG19 1HR
	Full application for Single storey front extension, relocation of garage to front and two storey extension to rear of 2 Girtford Crescent, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,3,37,39,and 40 Girtford Crescent, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

15/9/08
	

	29/8/08

102/08


	08/01529/TPO

Mr M Bond

8 Greens Close

Sandy

SG19 1AD
	TPO: 25 – 30% reduction in crown of Oak tree and removal of deadwood and shortening of crown of Horse Chestnut at 8 Greens Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 7 Greens Close and 12 St Neots Road Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

15/9/08
	

	1/9/08

103/08


	08/01564/SE73

Mrs Hetherington

11 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH


	Removal of Condition: 5 from planning permission 08/00979/FULL; relating to the fitting of obscured glass in the ground floor conservatory window at 11 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 and 12 Brickhill Road, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

15/9/08
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7.  Mayoral Communications
5.8.08             Supported by the Mayoress, attended the funeral of 
                      Dunstable Town Councillor Peter Boatwright (previous     

                      Mayor and last year’s Mayor’s Consort) at the Priory    

                      Church of St. Peter, Dunstable.

16.8.08           With the Mayoress, attended the launch of the Sandy 
                      Community Raffle at Gabriels, in aid of Sandy Youth 
                      Club and our armed services in Afghanistan.

16.8.08           Visited a successful Sandy Show at Sandye Place
                      School.

17.8.08           Attended, with the Mayoress, the Bedfordshire Police
                      Volunteer Cadets Passing Out Parade at Police HQ, 
                      Kempston.

21.8.08           Supported by the Mayoress together with other 
                      Councillors and spouses, attended the funeral of ex- 
                      Sandy Town Councillor Max McMurdo at St.Swithun’s
                      Church.

2.9.08             Welcomed and opened the RSVP Gathering 2008 at the
                      Robinson Executive Suite, Wyboston Lakes.  This
                      biennial gathering is about by circa 130 volunteers
                      organisers and staff from England, Wales and Scotland.

5.9.08             With the Mayoress, attended the University of 
                      Bedfordshire’s Civic Degree Ceremony at St. Mary’s
                      Parish Church, Luton preceded by a Civic Luncheon in
                      the Town Hall, Luton.

6.9.08            Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of
                     Dunstable’s Charity Barbecue Evening.

DEPUTY MAYOR 

17.8.08      Attended the Sandy Show and presented the Sandy  

                      Enhancement.Group Awards.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 15.09.08
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

8.  Minutes and Reports 
(b)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th August 2008.  
12.Open Spaces Sub-Committee

(P40/08)

Resolved to Recommend: (a)That the trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground alongside Albion Court be pruned at a cost of £2,275.

(b) That the brick storage at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be removed at a cost of £1,050.  To be paid from the Interest on Capital Account.

(c) That the concrete cricket wicket and two old picnic bench bases at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be removed at a cost of £280. To be paid from the Interest on Capital Account.

(c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 1st September2008.
 
6. Rent for Cricket Pavilion 2008 season
 (F22/08)


Resolved to Recommend: That the £220 rent owed by Sandy Cricket Club for the use of the pavilion at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground for the 2008 season be waived in recognition of the lack of facilities made available to the club.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 15.09.08
10.  Town Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 30.08.08 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for July and August 2008.
(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
2. Central Bedfordshire Questionnaire
To complete three questions with regard to the proposed Community Network Model.  These questions were deferred from a previous meeting to allow the Town Clerk to canvass the opinion of other Town Council’s in Bedfordshire.  Unfortunately, no replies to the queries have been received.
(Members are requested to consider the proposed Community Network Model and the questions asked regarding this (Copies attached)).
3. Library provision

The Town Council has received a request to accommodate a “drop-box” for returned library books for the duration of the library closure.  This should cause no problems and has no implications for staff time.

A further request has been received for a member of their staff to man a desk in the Council Offices twice a week in order to take book orders from the public.  This too could be accommodated without undue disruption to staff members.


(Members are requested to consider whether or not they wish to accommodate library staff and whether they wish to make a charge for this).

4. Town Plan Meeting
The first public meeting to launch a Town Plan for Sandy is to take place on Tuesday 16th September at 7.30 pm in the new pavilion at Sunderland Road. Attendance by as many Members as possible would be appreciated.

(Information only)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 15.09.08

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
5. Sandy Community Safety Forum

The first public meeting of the Sandy Community Safety Forum will take place on Wednesday 24th September at 7.30 pm in the new pavilion at Sunderland Road.  This is a meeting to set a number of priorities for action 

by the police and other organisations in Sandy, based on the issues identified by members of the public.
(Information only)
6. Confident Communities Fund – Vehicle Activated Sign

A letter has been received from Beds County Council about the Town Council’s request for the erection of a Vehicle Activated Speed Sign in Potton Road.  The mandatory assessment of the site has been undertaken and the data collected suggests that a VAS could have a positive affect upon highway safety and a reduction in the fear of crime.  It is planned that the sign will be in place by December 2008.

(Information only).
7. Playrangers
Members will recall that they gave permission for the Mid Beds Playrangers to use Bedford Road Recreation Ground on four occasions during the summer.  The sessions proved very successful attracting a total of 166 children and 76 parents.

Council has now been approached by the Playrangers for permission to use Beeston Green on Wednesday 29th October between 10.00am and noon. 
(Members are requested to give permission for this activity to take place).
8. Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Project

To receive a verbal update from Town Clerk.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
9. Ivel Road Footbridge

Some Members will be aware that the footbridge over the Ivel was due to be replaced this summer and the footpath to the Mill closed for part of the time works were taking place.  The work was delayed because of the discovery and need for removal of asbestos on the site.  Highways Department have now sent the following update:

Without further unforeseen hold ups to the scheme, the piling will commence on the 15th September and will take approximately 3 days. Therefore the pathway will be closed from this date for the duration of the scheme.

With regards to the duration of the scheme, it has been programmed for 9 weeks. During this time National Grid, who will be carrying out the gas diversion, will require 2 weeks for their work and as yet we are awaiting confirmation of their start date. Due to the nature of connecting onto an old main and following trial holes to assess the nature of the main, specialist connections are required. They are aware we have started back on site following removal of the asbestos and are endeavouring to fit into our programme.

In anticipation of any delays with the gas diversion, we are still planning to open the footpath and new bridge for pedestrian usage as soon as we can, but a further closure will be required at a later date to complete the gas connection, removal of the existing bridge and construction of the final layer of footpath surfacing if National Grid is delayed.

Dependent on National Grid and taking into account the possibility of a programming delay on their behalf, I anticipate that the scheme will be fully completed by December 2008.
(Information Only)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
10.  Request from Royal British Legion


An application (Copy attached) has been received from the Royal British Legion asking for funding to support the entertainment of the Malaunay Association of Patriotic Societies during their visit in November to coincide with Remembrance Day.  The RBL has asked for £200 from an estimated cost of £300. As requested the RBL has submitted previous year’s accounts which may be inspected by any Member who so wishes.
The Town Council supported this visit in 2007 with a grant of £200.
The Town Council has no funds earmarked for donations. Should members agree to the grant it would have to be provided under a Section 137 payment.
(Members are requested to consider the request for a donation and if granted identify the source of funding)
11. Bedfordshire Highways 5 Year Programme 2009 -2014

A letter has been received from Beds County Council Highways department, with regard to the consultation process for producing the draft 5 year programme of capital highway schemes 2009 – 2014 (Copy attached).  Also attached is a copy of last year’s programme for Sandy, showing priorities to 2013. 
Should Members make suggestions for inclusion in the programme they will need to be supported by a form showing how the request contributes to the Local Transport Plan Objectives (Copy attached).
(Members are requested to suggest Highways schemes for consideration for inclusion in the draft 5 year programme of capital highway schemes)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 15.09.08

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
12. Confident Communities Fund

As reported the Council’s request to purchase and site a Vehicle Activated Sign in Potton Road has been approved. This has left £14,500 in the Fund for use by the Town Council.  Originally this sum was earmarked to help with the Engayne Avenue Review Project, however owing to strict time frames and restrictions on the use to which this money can be put it now appears that the funds cannot be used towards this project.

Council has been asked to propose an alternative use for the funds.  The sum of money must be used to either reduce crime or the fear of crime.  It could be spent on diversionary activities for young or old people, perhaps in supporting some existing youth work. 

As the Community Safety Forum is meeting on 24th September it might be possible to identify a priority from this meeting which could be supported by this funding.

Another possible use might be to use the funding towards enhanced CCTV provision in Bedford Road Recreation Ground, perhaps by providing a camera to cover areas at present out of reach of the camera, or for enhancing the night vision of the present camera.

(Members are requested to identify priorities for the use of the £14,500 Confident Communities Fund)
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